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Dear Secretary Bose:

AmerenUE appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Environmental
Assessment (EA) prepared by FERC staff to analyze the probable
environmental effects of approving the Osage Project Shoreline Management
Plan (SMP) as filed March 28, 2008. We commend FERC staff's efforts to
carefully review the SMP as submitted and prepare the EA, which we find to be
a thorough and professional document. While we are in agreement with most
of the findings in the EA and the proposed modifications to the SMP, we

nonetheless respectfully submit the following comments.

Decks, Gazebos, Patios, and Walkways
Our primary concern relates to the proposed modification stated on p. 66:

Modify the proposed SMP to prohibit the construction of decks, gazebos, and patios
within the project boundary. Walkways along the shoreline, including but not limited to
boardwalks, would also be prohibited. Walkways that provide direct access from the
adjacent property to the permitted facility (e.g., a pier) would be permitted. Decks that
cantilever over a seawall or extend lakeward should be prohibited.

This modification is supported on pp. 56 and 62, where staff states, “These
structures [decks, gazebos, patios, and walkways along the shoreline] have the
potential to limit public access to the project if they are located in the project
boundary,” and “as a general policy, the Commission does not allow the
interests of private property owners to override the public’s use and enjoyment
of project lands and waters.”

AmerenUE submits that the Lake of the Ozarks Permit Requirements (Appendix
B of the SMP, Section 6.2) unequivocally state, “the public has the right to
access the shoreline within the project boundary on lands owned or controlled
by AmerenUE.” AmerenUE believes permitting decks, gazebos, patios, and
walkways in the project boundary is compatible with public access. To address
FERC's concerns that these permitted uses have the potential to impede public
access, AmerenUE proposes that limitations (rather than outright prohibition)
may be appropriate. For example, limits on square footage of permitted
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